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THE boat is a 13.8-metre solid 
fibreglass planing vessel from Badenach 
Custom Boats in Smithton, Tasmania, 
fitted with two John Deere 6081 
turbo-charged electronic engines that 
give it a top speed of 24 knots.

This is Jo’s second Badenach boat. It 
is an upgrade on his first: a 11.99-metre 
planing hull vessel. Having run that 
boat since 2006, he had no hesitation 
in going back to George Badenach for 
something even bigger and better.

“The smaller boat is a great boat but 
it is too small now: it carries 2,000 kilos 
of fish but I was filling the hold in a day, 
plus it was limited in fuel, size and time 
at sea. The new boat has twice the 
carrying capacity and lets me go out 
on three-day trips,” Jo said. “It is only 
a couple of metres longer but a much 
bigger boat. It’s more suited to the 
type of fishing I am doing now.”

The John Deere engines, supplied 
by Marine Diesel in Brisbane, are 
rated at 330hp at 2,300 rpm, and the 
boat has a cruising speed of 15 knots 
at an impressive 30 litres per engine 
per hour. It has ZF electric electronic 
controls, ZF 80A 2.04 :I gearboxes 
and Mikado propellers. The Izuzu 9.5 

NEW BOATS

New Mooloolaba bottom-fisher ranges far and wide
A new boat that joined the Mooloolaba fleet early this year has lived up 
to the high expectations of far-ranging fisherman Jo Rowley, who has 
already taken full advantage of its 600-nautical-mile range to harvest 

deepwater fish from the continental shelf and offshore seamounts.Above: Jo’s new boat, “Nelson Bay”, at Mooloolaba
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The 13.8-metre “Nelson Bay” heading to sea.

Pioneer fisherman Mike Rowley still does trips.
One of the two John Deere diesels powering 
“Nelson Bay”.
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kW genset was supplied by Zenith 
Engineering in Brisbane.

One of the secrets of the boat’s 
fuel efficiency is a design that allows 
it to get on the plane easily and cruise 
effortlessly at typical working speeds 
on the fishing grounds. “Unlike a lot 
of other boats, this one planes at 11 
knots,” Jo said. “It doesn’t have to get 
over a big hump and it doesn’t drag a 
big rooster tail. This design is very fuel 
efficient.

“Also, the engines are completely 
electronically controlled. They are 
a very efficient engine and they are 
producing good fuel consumption 
figures.”

Jo’s new boat can bring home four 
tonnes of product in an insulated 
fishroom and deckbox, and will carry 
2,800 litres of fuel and 500 litres of 
fresh water. There is accommodation 
for four crew.

The electronics, supplied and 
installed by Linemaster at Mooloolaba, 
include a Furuno VX2 10.4-inch 
Navnet radar-plotter, a Furuno FCV 
1200 l Black Box version 3 kW @38hz 
sounder, a Maxsea Professional 3D 
Version 12 plotting program, Roxanne 
bottom classification software, a 
Furuno Navpilot 700 autopilot, a GP33 
Satnav, GME VHF radio, GME FM/
AM CD player, Iridium satphone and a 
Fusion 12V colour TV.

The new boat represents an 
expansion of a fishing investment that 
Jo got into originally as a “retirement” 
activity. The Rowley family name is 
synonymous with tuna and billfish: Jo’s 
father Mike was one of the industry’s 
pioneers in Australia and from the 1970s 
they built a business, Fortuna Fishing 
Pty Ltd, that at one time operated 10 

longliners and two factories. However, 
they gradually wound down the 
business and sold the last longliner in 
2006. Looking for something to do 
that kept him in fishing, Jo bought the 
11.99-metre Badenach and switched 
from pelagic fishing to bottom fishing.

He was aided by the latest in bottom-
mapping electronics, particularly the 
Roxanne software, and discovered 

fish in several locations along the 
continental shelf and on seamounts. He 
is catching fish from water as deep as 
500 fathoms.

The next problem was fishing gear. 
Jo uses droplines with up to 20 hooks 
(baited with squid) and these are 
down for as little as 10 minutes before 
most hooks have a fish, usually a large 
fish. Available reels couldn’t cope, 
so he worked with French company 
Virhydro-Hookline to build something 
suitable for the conditions. The result 
is the “Deep Drop Hydraulic Reel”, 
using marine-grade aluminium and 316 
stainless steel components. It carries 
non-stretch Dyneema braid line.

The two main species of fish caught 
are blue-eye trevalla (scientific name 
Hyperoglyphe antarctica) and bass 
groper (Polyprion americanus), along 
with bar cod, flame snapper and 
other varieties. The catch is landed at 
Mooloolaba, and most is distributed 
in southern Queensland and northern 
New South Wales.

Jo has formed a consultancy business 
supplying a range of fishing equipment, 
and advice. For details, go to his 
website: www.deepdropcommercial.
com

Sophisticated electronics play a vital role in deepwater dropline fishing.


